
      Academic Council Minutes 
September 5, 2017 
3:00 PM 
HAZY 361 

 
Chair:    Michael Lacourse 
    
Present: Eli Bermudez, Sylvia Bradshaw, Andrea Brown, Debra Bryant, Mo Eckroth, Richard Featherstone, Jim Haendiges, Bruce 

Harris, Nancy Hauck, Ryan Hobbs, Jeff Jarvis, Michelle McDermott, Mike Olson, Eric Pedersen, Kelly Peterson-Fairchild, 
JD Robertson, Brenda Sabey, Laura Snelson, Julie Stender, David Wade, Kyle Wells, Brent Yergensen, Ezra Hansworth 
Sheila Bastian 

 
Absent: Travis Rosenberg 
 
Visitors: Glenn Webb, Jeff Hoyt, Tiffany Draper 
 

AGENDA ITEMS MOTIONS 
VOTE 

RESULTS 
ACTION/DISCUSSION 

Academic Council Minutes 
(April 4, 2017) 

M: Brenda Sabey 
S: Eric Pedersen 

APPROVED MOTION BY BRENDA SABEY, SECONDED BY ERIC 
PEDERSEN, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE 
ACADEMIC COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON APRIL 4, 
2017, AS WRITTEN. 
(Action: Approved) 

Academic Council Minutes 
(July 27, 2017) 

M: Eli Bermudez 
S: David Wade 

APPROVED MOTION BY ELI BERMUDEZ, SECONDED BY DAVID 
WADE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE ACADEMIC 
COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON JULY 27, 2017, AS 
WRITTEN. 
(Action: Approved) 

2017-2018 Academic Affairs Action Plan Update   Provost Lacourse reviewed the 2017-2018 Academic Affairs 
Action Plan and the progress that is taking place for each 
initiative. 

NEW BUSINESS (Information Items) 

Curriculum and Graduate Policy   Michael proposed the following changes to Policy 602 – 
Curriculum Approval and Revision.  



Currently 602.2.4 sentence 1 reads: 
“The institutional Curriculum Committee shall be 
comprised of representatives from each academic 
department, usually the department chair.” 
 

Proposed Change: 
“The institutional Curriculum Committee shall be 
comprised of two representatives from each 
college.” 
 

Currently 602-2-4 reads: 
“If that individual (Chair) represents an academic 
department, s/he retains voting rights as a 
representative of that department.” 
 

Proposed Change: 
“If that individual (Chair) represents an academic 
college, s/he retains voting rights as a 
representative of that college.” 
 

There is an “Extraordinary Circumstance” clause in Policy 
101.4.6 that allows the President to implement a policy 
change with the requirement that the policy be revised 
during the academic year using standard approval 
processes. 

Music in Performance   Jeff Jarvis, Dean of the College of the Arts and Glenn 

Webb, Assistant Professor of Music said DSU is now 

ready to bolster its offerings and value to the region and 

state with a Bachelor of Music degree. The DSU Music 

faculty have been teaching upper-division classes for 

over a decade and have seen enrollment in Music classes 

increase significantly with the introduction of the BA/BS in 

music. It is now appropriate for DSU to begin offering a 

Baccalaureate of Music degree (BM). 



New Academic Programs, Proposals Update   

  



Deadline Dates Deadline Dates 

  



 

Differential Tuition Update   David Wade talked about differential tuition for the Health 
Science degree programs and he also talked about 
differential tuition for all graduate programs as they are 
approved. David said proposals are in development right 
now for the Nursing and Dental Hygiene programs. The 
deadline date to the Board of Regents for approval of new 
graduate tuition schedules is March 15, 2018.  

Add Cards   Richard said that he and his faculty were under the 
impression there is a wait list and students need to register 
for the waitlist until after the first week of the semester. After 
that time, students are allowed to take an add card to faculty 
to be added to their class. Richard said that several 
students have taken add cards to his faculty for their 
signature prior to the end of the first week. Richard indicated 
that several of his faculty would like to eliminate the use of 
add slips given the fact that we use the wait list.  

Early Alert   Jeff Hoyt and Tiffany Draper talked to the Council about the 
Starfish Early Alert System and asked Council members 
what more can advisors do to help. Starfish aims to identify 
“at-risk” situations as quickly as possible and promptly direct 
students to the support services that can help them 
succeed. Jeff said that Starfish gives us an efficient way to 
communicate those concerns to the people who can help. 
Laura suggested they measure the efficiency of Starfish to 
see how effective it really is. She also suggested that 
student’s attendance in their classes need to be looked at 
as well. 

Adjourned: 4:25 pm    


