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If you are a UT faculty member or student who is partnering with another 
university who has already issued IRB approval for the project, you will need to 
have an Institutional Authorization Agreement (IAA) signed by the UT IRB and the 
partner university’s IRB. This allows the UT IRB to accept the partner university’s 
IRB review as our own and eliminate your need for a UT application. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: You cannot proceed with research at UT until we have the 
completed and signed IAA, the official IRB of Record, and all supporting documents. 

IRB Authorization Agreement: A formal, written agreement in which the reviewing 
IRB agrees to serve as the IRB of Record for a relying Institution. Agreements are 
generally used to cover a single research study, categories of research studies, or 
research studies within a research program. 

Federalwide Assurance (FWA): A formal, written, binding attestation in which an 
institution ensures to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) that it 
will comply with applicable regulations governing research with human subjects 

IRB of Record: A reviewing IRB that assumes IRB responsibilities for another 
institution and is designated to do so through an approved Federalwide Assurance 
on file with the federal Office for Human Research Protections. 

IRB Reliance and Relying Institution: IRB reliance is a term to describe 
partnerships or agreements among different IRBs to rely on each other to provide 
IRB oversight for research studies. The relying institution accepts the review of the 
IRB of Record. 



No research covered by an agreement shall commence on the UT campus or within 
the UT community until the agreement is formally approved by the cooperating 
institutions. 

Typically, an IRB has its own short IAA form, and simply requires the signatures of 
each institution's signatory authority. For UT IAA, we have an IAA form that simply 
requires the signature of the IRB on Record and our UT IRB. 

Steps: 
1. Send via email to UT IRB your IRB approval from the IRB of Record, along

with any supporting documents that are applicable to your research.
a. State who you are, a brief overview of your research, and who your IRB

of Record is.
b. We will proceed with creating a file for you in our IRB database.

2. We will then send you a signed IAA for which you will then send to your IRB of
Record for their signature.

3. Once you receive your signed IAA, simply send back to us. We will file this for
you in our database.

4. Ensure you have any college or departmental permission at UT to interact
with them/conduct research, if applicable.

a. NOTE: Having a signed IAA does not indicate permission from
individual colleges/departments. You will need to contact the
appropriate individuals to ensure you have permission in their facility.
The IRB is not involved with this process.

5. Proceed with your research.

The Process 




