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RESEARCH COURSE

Learn how to become an 
effective researcher and 

research mentor in our mini 
Canvas course.

bit.ly/researchenroll

Highlights of Research, Innovation, and Creativity at UT

 Office Location:  HCC 488
academics.utahtech.edu/ro

research@utahtech.edu

FUND YOUR RESEARCH

One great way Utah Tech 
University promotes active 

learning and engagement is 
by encouraging faculty and 
student research through 

grants. For more information 
see links below:

academics.utahtech.edu/ro/
student-grants

academics.utahtech.edu/ro/
faculty-research-grants

The perfect opportunity to present your research, 
creative activity, or innovation project is right here on 

campus during our annual Trailblazer Symposium that 
will be held on April 21, 2023. Abstract submission due 

date is March 31st, 2023.

academics.utahtech.edu/ro/symposium

TRAILBLAZER SYMPOSIUM
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Through a partnership between Utah Tech University and Intermountain-Precision Genomics each summer 3-5 Utah Tech Through a partnership between Utah Tech University and Intermountain-Precision Genomics each summer 3-5 Utah Tech 

University students are selected to participate in summer undergraduate research at Stanford and Johns Hopkins University. University students are selected to participate in summer undergraduate research at Stanford and Johns Hopkins University. 

This 10-week program gives UT students an opportunity to engage in ground breaking biomedical, biochemical, and This 10-week program gives UT students an opportunity to engage in ground breaking biomedical, biochemical, and 

bioinformatics research at two of the top research institutions in the world. This year four Utah Tech students received Stanford bioinformatics research at two of the top research institutions in the world. This year four Utah Tech students received Stanford 

and John Hopkins research internships.and John Hopkins research internships.
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 Youssef Harraq has a passion for doing research. 

Since coming to Utah Tech, Youssef has presented 

papers at a number of research conferences. Most recently, 

Youssef presented research that he had done with Utah Tech 

Post-Doctoral Fellow of Biology Ariana Harrington on the growth 

of the carotid canal and the brain during fetal development. This 

research was presented last Spring at the Trailblazer Symposium 

for Research, Innovation, and Creativity and is currently being 

prepared for publication.

This is a brief overview of the many research 
and creative activities happening at UT.

WHO & WHAT?

 Mathematics Professor Sazib Hasan believes 

that mathematics students should be involved in 

solving real world problems in their local communities. This past 

year, several of Hasan’s students developed a statistical model 

to predict trends in lung cancer data in Utah. Thanks to a grant 

from the Utah Tech Research Office, two undergraduate students 

Gregory Schmidt and Riley Morgan, worked with Professor 

Hasan on this study. Policy makers and state legislators can utilize 

this knowledge to better allocate resources within the health care 

industry.

Design major Alejandra Henriquez Roncal 

realized how underrepresented designers of color 

were in her graphic design history textbook. As part of her 

analysis, Alejandra catalogued each of the 773 pictures in the 

textbook by author’s gender, nationality, and ethnicity. Alejandra 

plants to submit her paper entitled, “Underrepresentation 

of BIPOC (Black Indigenous People of Color) Designers in 

Graphic Design History Textbooks” to Curiosity, Utah Tech’s 

Interdisciplinary Journal of Research and Creativity.

YOUSSEF HARRAQ

SAZIB HASAN

bit.ly/RNSpring2023

ALEJANDRA RONCAL

 Assistant Professor of Information Systems and 

Analytics David Olsen’s most recent publication 

outlines the process he used to allow researchers easier access 

to Form 990 data. His paper entitled, “Toward Automating 

Shredding Nonprofit XML Files: The Case of IRS Form 990 Data” 

was published in the 2022 issue of The Journal of Information 

Systems. Professor Olsen has published a number of recent 

papers including, “Teaching Tip: Using SQL to Create and Mine 

Large, Customizable Datasets” in The Journal of Information 

Systems Education (2022).
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